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PEEFACE

years than any other of Ms intimate friends, I perhaps
am able therefore to offer the fullest survey of the un-
folding of his life; though. I realise that others may have
known him better than I on some sides of his nature: in
particular as he impressed those who had not discovered,
or were not in sympathy with, the " F. M." phase in him.

The life of William Sharp divides itself naturally into
two halves: the first ends with the publication by W. S.
of Vistas, and the second begins with Pharais, the first
book signed Fiona Macleod. It has been my endeavour
to tell his story by means of letters and diaries; of letters
written by him, and of others written to him, concerning
Ms work and interests. To quote his own words: "A
group of intimate letters, written with no foreseen or
suspected secondary intention, will probably give us more
insight into the inner nature of a man than any num-
ber of hypothetical pros and cons on the part of a
biographer, or than reams of autobiography. ... I know
Keats for instance far better through his letters than
by even the ablest and most intimate memoirs that have
been written of him: the real man is revealed in them
and is brought near to us till we seem to hear his voice
and clasp his hand."

The diaries are fragmentary. They were usually be-
gun at each New Year, but were speedily discontinued;
or noted down intermittently, during a sojourn abroad,
as a record of work. He was a good correspondent, both
as W. S. and F. M. I have thus tried to make the
book as autobiographic as possible, by means of these
letters and diaries, and I have added only what has
seemed to me necessary to make the narrative sequent.
Unfortunately, letters have not been available from sev-
eral valuable sources; and I regret the absence of any
written by him to Walter Pater, G-eorge Meredith, Theo-
dore Watts-Dunton, Arthur Symons, and to one or two of
Ms most intimate friends.

I take this opportunity of expressing to many friends
on both sides of the Atlantic my appreciation of their
courtesy in placing letters at my disposal; also for per-